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including an elongated member, a Ihumb support member projecting laterally to 
accommodate a user's thumb as claimed in figure 4 of Briddell. The concave recess 
sur&ce of the support are shown by Briddell, as claimed. Applicant respectfully disagrees. 
1-2. Applicant's invration, as set fordi in Claims 1 -6, 8-13, and 15-20 is based on a 
novel and non-obvious thumb support member projecting laterally not suggested in 
BriddelK More specifically, applicant suggests a thumb support member which serves 
more function and is located in a novel and non-obvious lateral of centerline position 
fiom the elongate member of the handle, (see Prokop application fig. 6 centeriine(54)) 
The prior art references suggest a thumb support member is located along the centerline 
of the elongate member of the handle. Briddell, US Patent Des. 229,739 teaches a thumb 
support member located along the centerline of the elongate member of the handle and 
teaches away from a thumb support member which projects laterally in asymmetrical 
location from the centerline of the elongate member of the handle (see Prokop application 
fig. 5). Prior art teach and suggest thumb support members are to be symmetrically 
located along the centeriine of the elongate member for the suggested purpose of a) ease 
of manufacturing and a symmetrically located thumb support member which suggests b) 
utilized by the right or left hand (see Briddell fig, 5). Applicant's invemion, distinguishes 
over prior art and Briddell in that the thumb support member projects laterally in 
asymmetrical location that is critical to the applicant's invention as a means to provide an 
anatomically custom fit for the anatomy of the right hand further a laterally projecting 
support member aUows a more natural position of the thumb on the grip where the thumb 
muscles are in a static contraction to adduct the thumb towanJs the pointer finger of the 
user. Applicant believes this ergonomically and anatomically correct fit is critical to 
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im{>rove iH<s functional it^^ tbe handle, |>Hor ort and Briddcsll mil to pm-vidc a jxrip wtiich 
nt« iHo nnatozny oT tlio rlaHt h«Lncl cuMd roils to pro^'ide o Ki-ip wHioh radtaoos the miAiMSulv 
addLtcrtion oontroctton of th»e thumb* to reduoc muscular hand f^tisue. • 

3- TTKo £:»camincr hzks (-leJtfMcsted OLoJms 7, 1 and 2 I under 3S USC S 103C«> a» bmais 

unf>at«ntablo o-vcr J3r-iddell, US Patent De£i. 229.73?> and r..amt>, l/S I^wtent . 
T~h<s ETcomtnor irt«t<M.*'>V chonsc in iorm or shafxa i» scnereai>>- recoenXased aui betns wiUlin 
the Ifsvol of ordinary sleiil in tho ojrt. at>stent any showing of muiexiwctod result*. In re: 
y>^//v »t ai., 14» US1»Q •♦•7. Suc3h a modification is not critical to the desisn and wc»t<l<l 
hav« produced no tcnc9X2>ccted resultft*'. TThe >^px>licaru. respecAfLBlIx diamtcrees. >VppIiOMrat*B 
in>/cntion «V9 wot A>rThin independent Olaims V. 1^. and 21. whereby the dimensions or a 
finit thin portion, a second thin i>ortion and a broad r>ortJon arxs hcued on extensive study 
o f artthropometrical measunsrncnts to prx>v-lde an exaot 41t ofthe 0rix> to the rislxt liancl. 
l-he result!* of afkjylyins these spoctflc anChroi>ometHoal measurements to the K>-Ix> iMive 
sul>stuntiated t>y the T Tni-v-ersdty o±- South r>alcom IVeimscra Human Kaotora yrii tr 'ti 
bi<:>mcchanJc:aI study, results suseest a>an increased oomfVtrt icrip. h> increased srip 
strentfth. c>lncrea»od fine motor controt, d>increased mecshunical leverage and e>less 
muscular fatl^e: while uslntf the Applicant's ftrip with thumb sui>|>ort mambe«-. 

In summary. ap>x>1ic=ant>s invention in novel than disclosed by the prior art and non- 
ohvJous »inco prior art neither teaches nor susKeAM dimensions and contours of a srip 
handle should be dictated by the asymmetrical dimensions and contours of hand anatomy. 
l%o.ipeet£Uiiy subcnittedp 
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I hereby certify that this oorrespondenco is belns deposited with the l^.S. Postal SServicc 
in a sealed envelop as priori^ mail with postaao thereon fVilly prepaid addressed toi 
Commissioner of Patents and T-rademarlcM, WashXnjxton I>0 2023 I on the date sttown 
below: 

f:>sre NTovember 3, 2004. 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the OfTicial Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

« •' 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ black BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRW SCALE DOCUMENTS 

□ LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: ; , 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



